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50th Anniversary Watts Reunion 
July 28, 2002 - Natural Bridge State Park  

Slade, KY 
 
 

President’s Message 
 

 
Greetings, Family and Friends, 
  
 We hope you have made it through the winter well enough to do your plowing 
and all of the other spring chores that need to be done. Gora and I “wintered”  pretty well 
in Florida even if we did have to make three trips while Gora tried to retire. She finally 
made it to retirement on February 28th. 
  
 Your officers and directors met at Natural Bridge State Park Saturday, April 6th 
for a good lunch and fine fellowship. Then we planned what we think will be a great 50th 
anniversary celebration If you haven’ t yet made plans to attend, you need to work on 
arrangements now, for I’m sure you won’ t want to miss it. Now is a good time to call all 
of your family and ask them to join us. Please do your part to help us have as many there 
as possible. Don’ t forget to bring auction items and bid generously. 
  
 We have rented the small meeting room at the lodge from eight in the morning to 
five in the evening on Saturday for visiting and “catching up”  on all that is going on with 
family and friends. Be sure to bring pictures, newspaper clippings, and anything else of 
interest. Join us if you can. 
  
 Until we meet at Natural Bridge on the last weekend in July, may God richly bless 
you and your family. 
 
                         Love in Christ, 
                                                                           

                                                                                                                               
 

 



© copyright 2002 Watts Reunion, Inc.                    50 Years of Family, Friends, and Fun                         � � � � � �  

F

 
Senior Spotlight  

 The 1998-99 Scholarship recipient, 
Stephanie Jett, has been accepted into the 
College of Veterinary Medicine at Auburn 
University in Auburn, Alabama.  There are 
26 Colleges of Veterinary Medicine (CVM) in 
the United States and each has it’s own 
admission requirements.  CVM admission is 
very state oriented with preference going to 
in-state students.  States that do not have a 
CVM, contract with a state that does have 
one.  Kentucky contracts 34 positions with 
Auburn each year.  Auburn University has a 
three-part admission procedure, which 
entails a “high” GPA and GRE scores, work 
experience with one or more veterinarians, 
and a personal interview.  In October 2001,  
  
 Stephanie applied for admission to 
the College of Veterinary Medicine at 
Auburn University.  In March 2002 she was 
chosen for an interview for a position at this 
University.  Approximately one week from 
the time of her interview, she was notified of 
her acceptance.  In August 2002, she will 
begin a four-year professional curriculum 
leading to a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine.  
  
 Stephanie entered Morehead State 
University in the fall of 1998 as a Pre-
Veterinary Medicine pre-professional 
student.  This is a three to four year 
program.  Stephanie completed it in three 
years.  She is presently a senior at 
Morehead as a Biology Major.  While 
attending Morehead, Stephanie received the 
“Outstanding Sophomore Agriculture 
Student Award” and All-American Scholar.  
She has been on the Dean’s List, National 
Dean’s List, Honors program for four years 
and is a member of Phi Sigma Pi National 
Honor Fraternity. Stephanie is the daughter 
of Wayne and Lois Jett of Jackson, 
Kentucky.  The Watts Reunion Inc. would 
like to congratulate Stephanie on her 
successes as well as her future endeavors 
at Auburn. 
 
 
                    - By Connie Watts 
 

 
Vice President’s Message 

 
 The sale of the "Watts 
Cooking" cookbooks is going great. 
However, we still have an ample 
supply, so don�t hesitate to order 
yours today. They are $7.00 + $3.00 
Shipping and Handling. These 
cookbooks have wonderful, down 
home Kentucky recipes. Some have 
been in the Watts Family for many 
generations. 
 
 By the way, they also make 
wonderful shower gifts for 
newlyweds, so order your copies 
today from Brenda Watts, 167 
Burton Subdivision Road, or simply 
call 1-606-871-9291. We appreciate 
your patronage. 
 
 We also want to invite 
everyone to bring an extra person 
with you this year to the reunion. We 
are celebrating our 50th and have 
several interesting things planned. 
So we look forward to hearing from 
you concerning the cookbook and 
also seeing you at the reunion on 
July 28th at the Natural Bridge State 
Park, Shelter #2 near the sky lift. 
 
 Take care and May God Bless 
Each of you until we meet! 
 
                           - Brenda Watts 
                                          Vice President 
                                        Watts Reunion Inc. 
 
 

IFTY YEARS OF 
AMILY, 
RIENDS, AND  

 UN 
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A Lasting Memorial  
 

Contribute to the David Watts Scholarship fund in memory of a loved one, 
or as an expression of sympathy. 

 
Send Contributions To: 

 

Connie Watts 
        99 Happy Hollow 

     Lost Creek, KY 
                                   41348 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
A car ride and a long talk. 
A game of horseshoes or a short walk. 
Kids swinging, sliding, and swimming. 
A sumptuous feast prepared by the Watts women. 
Chicken and dumplings, green beans, potato 
Salad, baked ham, baked beans, cornbread, fried  
Chicken and homemade jam. 
For dessert there is watermelon, cake, and pies, 
But you might have to wage war for them with 
The flies. 
Yes, dinnertime is so good, it might inspire a race,             
But there is no eating to be had till after 
We’ve said grace. 
After dinner, it’s time for the auction to start. 
All the items donated are examples of love 
Found in a Watts heart. 
Coins, quilts, pictures and blankets... 
The bidders don’t care if it’s treasures or trinkets, 
For all of the money benefits a great cause; 
a scholarship is awarded to much applause. 
Precious memories never to be forgotten are told, 
For stories of hard work and adventure never 
Grow old. 
Memories of Mom and Dad and tales of yesteryear, 
There will always be love and admiration for those  
No longer here.    
The day closes with singing and more sharing, 
For time hasn’t stood still for this day of caring. 
     
HAPPY FIFTIETH WATTS REUNION 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         - By Don Watts 
�
�
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Old Home Place - Head Of River Caney - Drawn From Memory By The Late David Watts 

 

A DESCRIPTION OF THE OLD HOME PLACE 
 

BY:  Opal Watts  
 

 There were two big rooms with a fireplace in each room.  One room Mom and Dad slept.  
There were two full-size beds and a small bed called the wooden bed, which I slept in on the 
other side of the room beside the fireplace.  The other room had two beds, a dresser and a large 
shelf that they stacked their quilts in.  There was a long hallway at the side of the house.  The hall 
was open at the end leading to the kitchen and dining room with a wood burning stove, a table 
where the water bucket set and a shelf built on the wall to put dishes in.  There was a cabinet with 
four doors where they kept butter and cold breads.  There was a long table with a long bench and 
chairs.  Nails were on the wall behind the stove to hang skillets, pots and pans on.  The stove had 
six caps where six pots could be cooked at one time.  Just off the dining room was a small 
bedroom I used when I got older. 
  Across the road and down the hill was the wash house.  There was a big black kettle 
handing on the side of the wash house, which was used to heat water in.  There were two large 
tubs with wash boards and batting stick and a batting block, where the clothes were laid on then 
the batting stick was used to beat the clothes.   
 Over top of the wash house there was a coalhouse and a smokehouse.  They would 
store their meat in the smokehouse when they killed their hogs.  They dug their own coal from the 
hill.  They took a large olker, drilled a large hole in the ground then put a keg of powder in the 
hole with a long fuse leading a distance away from the hole.  They would then light the fuse.  The 
powder would blow open the dirt and blow the coal out. 
 There was a door at the back of the kitchen that opened to a path that led to another 
smokehouse with a cellar dug back in the hill with shelves where they stored the vegetables and 
fruits that they would can. 
 There was a lane leading from the house to the barn. In the barn, they kept two mules. In 
the barn loft, fodder was stored along with apples stored in barrels of sawdust. At the end of the 
lane, across the creek and up the hill a short distance was the cow barn where they kept the 
cows. This is also where mom did her milking. 
 Near the cow barn and up the hill a short distance was the garden where mom planted 
anything she could get her hands on. At the side of the garden, a large hole was dug. In this hole, 
they would store their Irish potatoes. They would put straw or grass over the potatoes and would 
then cover the straw or grass with dirt. Outside the kitchen to the right was the well house. A 
house was built around the well where they stored molasses in 50-pound lard cans.  
 At the back of the house was a lane that led to the pasture where the cows and horses 
fed on grass. Inside the pasture there was a hog pen with a roof on it. They would keep the hogs 
in the pen during the winter, and during the summer they were kept in a large hog lot. A short 
distance from the hog pen was the chicken house. I would gather the eggs every night. At the 
bottom of the hill that the chicken house was on was the outhouse. 
 There was a front porch all the way across the house with a swing hanging from the 
ceiling off the porch with a few cane bottom chairs setting on the porch. 

 
NOTE: Minor details were removed from the above account for clarity purposes.     
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_______________________________________________________�

 
Cambo the Clown Will Be At the Reunion For 

Entertainment Throughout The Morning.  
 

Come out and have your picture taken with this graduate of the Ringling 
Brothers and Barnum and Bailey Clown Colleges!  

 
Expect The Unexpected With Cambo! 

_______________________________________________________ 
A Special Invitation 

  
A special invitation  to all that helped organize or attended the 
first Watts Reunion to the 50th Watts Family Reunion Sunday, 

July 30, 2002 at Natural Bridge State Park, Slade, Ky. 
_______________________________________________________ 
We would like for all former recipients of the David Watts Scholarship to attend 
our 50th anniversary celebration this year.  If you  would like an application for 

the scholarship, write to: David Watts Scholarship 
                                                          c/o Connie Watts 
                                                          99 Happy Hollow 

                                                                  Lost Creek, Ky. 41348 
 
 

* We Would Like To Extend Heartfelt Sympathies To The Families Of: 

Goldie Watts, Terry Wayne Neace, and Lige Roberts 

�
�
�
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AGENDA  

 

Watts Reunion - July 28, 2002 

 

9:00 A.M - Coffee, Sweets, and Sign-In 

10:00 A.M. - Horseshoe Tournament Registration and Genealogy 

11:00 A.M. - Watts History on Leatherwood 

11:30 A.M. - Gospel Singing 

11:45 A.M. - Lunch 

12:40 P.M. - Lunch Clean-Up 

12:50 P.M. - Business Meeting 

1:30 P.M. - Auction 

2:30 P.M. - Entertainment  
 

 
 
Watts Family Reunion 
c/o Connie Watts 
99 Happy Hollow 
Lost Creek, KY 
                     41348 
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